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1. Summary of the impact  

By developing targeted engagement with local authorities, advocacy groups,              , Gale 
Cengage, and by cultivating a profile as a media expert, Dr Paul Jackson’s research on the 
extreme right has provided unique guidance to a wide range of professionals and the wider 
public. His underpinning research is based on analysing historical materials from the Searchlight 
Archive, a unique collection documenting extreme right activism from the 1960s to the present 
day, collated by the anti-fascist organisation Searchlight, and from 2013 catalogued and made 
accessible to the public by the University of Northampton.  

Impact activities drawing on this historically-informed research include creating bespoke 
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) tools for  

, supporting anti-fascist and anti-racist campaigning groups, a 
digitisation project with Gale Cengage (2018 – present), on-going analysis of developing events 
for Jane’s Terrorism and Insurgency Centre, and national and international media engagement.  

The research has: 

• Given police and front-line workers tools to understand and tackle extreme right activism; 
• Provided policymakers with an evidence base to reach new conclusions to challenge the 

extreme right; and 
• Provided media outlets the details required to report on issues such as neo-Nazi 

terrorism in greater depth.    
 
2. Underpinning research  
 
Jackson has developed his research at a time when issues posed by the extreme right are 
increasing. His distinctive contribution to these debates has been possible due to the University 
of Northampton’s Searchlight Archive. His underpinning research combines scrutiny of historical 
documents from this major collection with analysis of more recent online material generated by 
contemporary activists. His research includes the first academic article on the now-proscribed 
terrorist group National Action [3.1]; and reports published by George Washington University’s 
Programme on Extremism and the global Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) organisation 
Hedayah. These publicly accessible reports allow professionals to understand threats from 
contemporary transnational neo-Nazi networks [3.2] and the drivers behind extreme right lone-
actor terrorism [3.3]. His biography of the British neo-Nazi Colin Jordan, meanwhile, [3.4] was 
described by Matthew Worley, in Twentieth Century British History as ‘essential reading for 
anyone interested in understanding the politics and personnel of the British far right.’ This body 
of work offers unrivalled contemporary historical contextualisation of ongoing developments 
within the extreme right space in Britain and internationally.  
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Jackson’s expertise as a Historian in an area more typically dominated by Political Scientists, 
Criminologists and Sociologists allows him to offer a unique perspective, one drawn from his 
work on the historical contexts of contemporary extremism. One of the key points he highlights in 
his CPD sessions and other impact activities is that there is little intrinsically ‘new’ about the 
contemporary extreme right’s underlying ideas or aspirations [3.4, 3.5 ,3.6]. However, the 
manner in which online cultures have led to increasingly decentralised extreme right 
communities from the later 1990s onwards, and offered new modes of communication, has 
transformed the movement’s ability to connect with audiences and develop its own impact, 
locally and internationally.[3.1] Phenomena such as the recent spate of terroristic threats posed 
by groups such as National Action and Sonnenkrieg Division has emerged from a longstanding 
radicalised culture, one which they use to give their activism deeper meaning. [3.2] 
 
Jackson’s research has placed into richer historical context a number of key themes:  
 

• It is crucial to map the many local, national and transnational networks that underpin 
extreme-right cultures, not merely focus on a few larger organisations with a higher 
public profile [3.2, 3.5, 3.6].  
 

• Contemporary extreme right cultures in Britain have important intergenerational 
dynamics and are rooted in well-established traditions of activism spread across a wide 
range of smaller organisations [3.4, 3.6]. 
 

• Terms such as ‘groupuscular’ (networks of small groups) are crucial for conceptualising 
the ways these numerous individual groups emerge and dissipate, collectively forming a 
complex and varied subculture that can appeal to a wide range of target audiences [3.4].  
 

• Extreme right cultures regularly express hypermasculine tropes that appear as solutions 
for those who believe the world disempowers young men [3.2]. They are often also 
based on a sense of the cultic, and espouse conspiracy theories, which can give their 
core ideologies a powerful sense of ‘higher’ meaning, purpose and explanatory power 
[3.2, 3.4, 3.6].  
 

• Lone actor terrorism from the extreme right is a particular issue that repeatedly develops 
from those on the fringes of this culture, and this terror threat is also driven by a range of 
non-ideological factors [3.3]. 
 

Jackson’s research provides new perspectives on the ideological aims and concerns of the 
extreme right in Britain and internationally, its propensity for violence and criminality, and 
continuity and change in its organisational dynamics. 
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4. Details of the impact 

Jackson’s research has been of great relevance to those working with the Prevent Agenda, 
where threats posed by the extreme right are increasingly being recognised. Notably in the 
2018/2019 (March), 1,389 people were referred to Prevent because of extreme right 
characteristics, an increase of 6% on the year before and nearly double the figure for 2015/2016. 
Jackson’s research has created a new body of knowledge for those who require deeper 
understanding of the extreme right’s leaders, supporters and wider influence. This has resulted 
in a wide range of impacts in the following areas: 
 
Enhancing the Perspectives of Police and Hate Crime Workers: 

In 2013, Portsmouth City Council commissioned Jackson to create a Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) package for hate crime workers, which he subsequently updated in 2014. 
This was delivered over 150 times and was specifically designed to increase the understanding 
of threats posed by the extreme right among participants, and improved their ability to engage 
with the wider public. The Portsmouth City Council Hate Crime Manager testified that the 
programme:  

‘supported our local response to Far Right extremism and provided guidance on what 
can be done to challenge this issue [. . .] Without this valuable support, our approach 
would have been limited and therefore less effective in supporting vulnerable young 
people and adults.’ [5.1].  
 

Jackson’s package provided detailed, credible information on groups such as the English 
Defence League that gave local hate crime workers the precise knowledge required to respond 
to issues posed by the extreme right in their locality.  
 
Building on this, in 2017 Jackson was identified by a Prevent coordinator for Walsall Council as 
‘one of the leading authorities in this area of study’. He developed a new package for teachers 
and pupils, which was sent to over 100 schools. After delivery, the Home Office reduced the 
threat level in the Walsall region, which had been elevated due to concerns over the extreme 
right. The Prevent coordinator who commissioned the package stated that this reduction was ‘in 
large part due to the work around the strategy’, which ‘relied entirely on having a clear 
understanding of the risks and challenges’. He added, ‘Jackson’s resource was a significant 
contribution to that understanding and we are extremely grateful for his work.’ [5.2].  
 
Jackson has organised three one-day CPD events for specialist professionals tackling the 
extreme right, in 2016, 2019 and 2020. The 58 people who attended these sessions included: 
police, local authorities, antiracism groups, and organisations such as  

. The workshops received universally positive feedback, and 
participants expressed that they directly informed their professional practice. One stressed that 
the workshop created a deeper understanding of ‘the origins, philosophy and intentions’ of 
extreme right groups, and helped identify ‘what is “extreme right”’. Another explained the event 
‘provided me with a more evidence-based practice’, adding ‘better knowledge will allow me to 
provide better counter-arguments’. In follow up feedback three months after one of these 
sessions, an attendee added the session ‘adds to confidence to challenge racism from a place 
of fact’ and this feedback also highlighted the lasting value in terms of understanding extreme 
right groups and ideologies [5.3]. Overall, participant feedback demonstrated that these 








